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PREFACE

It is a truism that there are four parties to the process of history—some personify history,
some make it, some watch it, some record it. It is to this Fourth Estate, to those who
contributed their moiety to this history of the Games of the XVI Olympiad and whose task
made up in tedium what it lacked in glamour, that acknowledgment is tendered here.

Their work, whether paid for or voluntary, was not unrewarded. Each in his or her own
way helped to fire and raise the Torch which perpetually lights this matchless achievement of
the youth of the nations in world-wide understanding and fellowship. This, like virtue, is its
own reward.

The publication of the Official Report is a salient obligation of the Charter of the
organizing of the Games. Its requirements in gathering, sifting, checking, condensing, and
indexing an enormous mass of material in manuscript and pictures grows more laborious with
the years. Its compilation represents an interval of eighteen months since the Games.

Responsibility for the contents is accepted by the Organizing Committee, whose thanks are
due to so many contributors that a comprehensive acknowledgment is not possible, but among
whom the following must be placed foremost :

The Arena Managers for their assistance in compiling the reports, and to the following
whose added assistance is much appreciated :

M. A. H. Marsden, C. W. Porter (Torch Relay), A. Tunstall (Boxing), G. W. Jones
(Cycling), M. Buckner (Football), J. X. O'Driscoll (Modern Pentathlon), J. Fullerton, R. E.
Darling (Demonstrations), E. Lake (Opening and Closing Ceremonies, Athletics and Swimming),
and F. H. Pizzey (Athletics).

Grateful thanks must also be tendered to the Chairmen of Committees and Sub-Committees
whose reports form the basis of the preliminary text, and for the assistance received from the
Commonwealth News and Information Bureau and the Australian and Overseas Newspapers
and Magazines, which contributed to the pool of photographs from which was drawn the
majority of illustrations appearing in this Report. ~There were many donations of individual
photographs received from private sources.

And finally, acknowledgment is due to the Honourable Sir Wilfred Kent Hughes,*
Chairman of the Organizing Committee ; Mr. Edgar Tanner, Honorary Secretary of the
Organizing Committee and the Australian Olympic Federation ; Mr. W. Uren, Executive
Officer of the Australian Olympic Federation ; Mr. T. Forristal, Chairman of the Winding-up
Committee, and Mr. P. W. Nette, Administrative Director of the XVI Olympiad.

All sporting reports were submitted to the International Sporting Federations for approval
before final editing.

* Knighted in New Year Honours 1957 by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.



Compiling and indexing these reports entailed greater difficulty than was first envisaged,
for reasons which warrant explanation.

Results, for instance, were issued, as were amendments, alterations, and comments, as
the currency of the competitions required. These were not in sufficient detail for permanent
record. Some Federations took their results away with them without leaving copies with either
the Organizing Committee or their Australian associations.

Notwithstanding months of correspondence, some minor details and names of officials
are still not complete, a matter for editorial regret.

The spelling of names adopted is that on the entry forms. This may not invariably
follow English usage, but the rule having been made it was followed, and it is trusted disapproval
will not be occasioned. In some cases—particularly in South American and Asian names—the
correct index name was difficult to select. Names having prefixes presented a particular
problem in indexing.

One surprise which confronted the compilors was to find that 302 entrants who came to
Melbourne did not take part in any event. These are not included in the index. It is hoped
that none has been undeservedly omitted.

The list of acknowledgments would not be complete without reference to my office staff,
especially Mr. E. Lake, whose services in checking manuscripts and reading proofs were essential
to the end result, and to my editorial assistant, Mr. Allan Dawes.

W

-

—_—

EDWARD A. DOYLE,

Honorary Editor.
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A GREEN AND PLEASANT MEMORY

In the minds of the many thousands who saw the Melbourne Olympic Games of 1956
there still lives a green and pleasant memory. In the course of my own life I have seen many
magnificent sights. I have seen nothing more stirring than the Opening and Closing Days at
the Main Stadium.

There can be no doubt that from first to last the Games were a great success. In the
early days, before the site for the track events had been settled, there were unhappy disputes and
differences. But these were all resolved, and in the long run an organization of remarkable
efficiency came into being. Looking back on it all, I believe that three things in particular
made a lasting impression.

The first was the actual detailed organization of the events ; the day to day timetables ;
the phenomenal punctuality and despatch. If a certain event were scheduled for three minutes past
three and you looked at your watch and saw that it was three minutes past three, you could
look up with complete confidence to see the runners on their marks and the starter with the
pistol in his hand.

This kind of thing seemed easy to the uninitiated. It was, in fact, the result of tremendous
preliminary work and rehearsal and administrative discipline. In the result it meant that the
interest of the spectators was constantly keyed up, that there were no delays or irritations, and
that the dramatic balance of the programme was undisturbed.

We in Australia are commonly (and sometimes rightly) regarded as rather casual people.
I am sure that very few people expected that the events would, technically, be run at least as
well as they have ever been run in the long Olympic history. When it was all over, we were
proud, and every visitor who spoke to me was delighted.

The second memorable aspect was of the Games as a spectacle. Few had
perhaps realised that the green sward, the blue sky, the orange-coloured tracks, the gay colours
of the contestants, the swift movement of the runners, the high curved soaring of the javelins,
would all combine into a picture which was artistically exciting. This aspect of these great
athletic contests is one worth mentioning. It is sometimes forgotten that from the point of
view of the onlooker the athlete practises not only a skill but an art. ~What is happening in the
arena appeals as much to the eye as to the pulse and the spirit of partisanship. Those days at
the Main Stadium are indeed among the high lights of memory !

The third aspect was one which I mention with particular pleasure because I had not
dared to expect it. On more than one occasion in modern times, international athletic contests
have provoked ill-will and jealousies and bitter national resentments. Such cases have, of
course, been by no means the rule, but even as exceptions they have been sufficiently advertised
to induce in many minds a feeling that we might at Melbourne see some awkward manifestations
of national prejudice or of resentment in defeat. It is therefore splendid to be able to record
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that no ill-will appeared. Winners from many countries (some of them politically hostile
to each other) were applauded with equal enthusiasm.  Gallant losers were, in our racial
tradition, applauded even more vigorously.

At the Opening Ceremony, when all the teams marched behind their national flags and
wore their ceremonial and distinctive clothing, the vast crowd gave an unforgettable and warm
reception to all. The fact that this team or that team represented a nation quite recently at
war with us made no difference. There was indeed among over a hundred thousand people,
without preliminary organization, without any suggestions or directions, a spontaneity of mind and
of welcome that I have never seen equalled.

I had the vagrant thought that, if the whole ground and concourse of people could have
been floated on a magic carpet and set down next to the United Nations headquarters in New
York, it might have solved by one warm-hearted stroke of imagination some of the dreary
disputes which drag their slow way along in the committee rooms and corridors of that vast
building.

The Closing Ceremony was even more remarkable. Frankly, I expected it to be an
anti-climax. The contests were over. The last stopwatch had been put away. True, there
was a great choir which sang unforgettably. There was a sort of retrospective hubbub in the
crowd. But there was no organized march of teams. On the contrary, they all got mingled
together. They marched around the ground, very badly from the point of view of a drill
sergeant, dressed in all sorts and conditions of garments, chatting to each other, waving to their
friends, new or old. You would have thought that nothing much could come of such a march.
But it was in fact superbly dramatic.

On the first day they had all marched as competitors in their national teams, preserving
their national identity, headed by their national flags. On the last day they went around the
arena as men and women who had learned to be friends, who had broken down some of the
barriers of language, of strangeness, of private prejudices.

And because of this, the last day became a remarkable international demonstration,
carrying with it a significance which was not overlooked by anybody lucky enough to be present.

Calm judgment, of course, indicates that in some ways the effect of such great athletic
events is relatively ephemeral. 1 for one would make no extravagant claims about them.
But long after the names of the winners have faded from memory and the records then made

have been broken, there will remain in the minds of many thousands of men and women, old or
growing old, a warming memory of an event which had, as I believe, an enduring human significance.

ROBERT G. MENZIES,

President of the Games.
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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE R. G. MENZIES, C.H,, Q.C., M.P.,
President of the Games.



THE TORCH MOVES UP TO ROME

An atmosphere of sportsmanship and goodwill, which seemed to lift the Olympic ideals to
even greater heights than ever before, was manifest at the Melbourne Games. Whatever the
cause, Australia in general and the City of Melbourne in particular were most grateful to all the
visiting nations for the manner in which they supported the Melbourne Games, and for their
demeanour both on and off the arenas.

The Australian Olympic Federation and the Organizing Committee had their own problems
to solve, similar in many respects and more complicated in other ways than those which confront
any city staging the Games. The task of organization was lightened and made much more
effective by the generous donations of time, trouble, labour, and gifts from many industrial
concerns and countless individuals. The Melbourne Games were a community effort in the
fullest sense.

Housing for the teams was provided in an entirely new housing project which formed the
Olympic Village. This proved itself as the home of the Olympic Spirit, and laid the foundations
for such success as was achieved.

Accommodation was a difficult task. The Melbourne City Council's Civic Committee
solved the problem of accommodation for visitors by enlisting the co-operation of many
thousands of private citizens.

On behalf of Australia I extend to all our visitors from all over the world our grateful
thanks for the honour they accorded us, for the pleasure they gave to us, and for the manner in
which they assisted us in upholding all that is best and highest in the Olympic ideals.

Last, but not least, we pay high tribute to the members of the International Olympic
Committee.  Australia will continue to give them all possible support in their work for one of the
greatest international movements of modern times.

To Rome we hand the Torch with the fervent hope that the flame burns ever more brightly,
as the result of its visit to Melbourne and the Southern Hemisphere. Good luck for the 1960
Games.

WS Wl Ny bt

W. S. KENT HUGHES,

Chairman of the Organizing Committee.
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THE HONOURABLE W. S. KENT HUGHES, M.V.O., O.B.E., M.C., ED., M.P.,
Chairman of the Organizing Committee.
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THE GAMES OF THE XVI OLYMPIAD

In 1956 the Olympic Games travelled for the first time south of the Equator carrying to the
Southern Hemisphere the inspiration of their illustrious founder in the Modern Era, Baron
de Coubertin. The Olympic ideal had faced a crisis more than once since its revival in 1896—
from diffidence in high places at the beginning in Athens, from world-wide economic depression
in Los Angeles in 1932 and from post-war restoration in London in 1948. Although occasionally
world conditions had led to a temporary eclipse, the Olympic Flame had burned more brightly
at each restoration.

The atmosphere of menace loomed again in 1956. The clouds of international tension
rolled up and around, and finally burst into storm. The crisis in the Middle East involved many
of the competing nations. East and west the shadow of the immediate future at the end of
October and early November seemed to be hardening into the bleak and spectral outline of war.
The nations were shocked into a collision of sympathies and antipathies that promised no end
but calamity.

Curiously, Australia's very remoteness from the familiar arenas of international sport, which
had been envisaged as Melbourne's severest handicap as host city, became in this extremity
perhaps the saving grace of the Games. Many of the athletes, their officials, and supporters had
already arrived. Others touched down in the midst of the tumult to find that the shattering
events of the other hemisphere slipped into a new perspective, took on more realistic proportions as
proximity faded into middle distance, middle distance into the horizon. They reached their
destination to find world politics and massing war machines shrinking into mere paragraphs as
Olympic weather forecasts, the prospects of athletes, the aspects of arenas, and problems of
training, of teams and times, crowded them out of the headlines. Journalists were already pouring
in from everywhere, and were surrounded by the Olympic courtesy, not merely as might have been
expected of their hosts, but, by some subtle contagion, of the partisans of the embattled nations
themselves, surrounded by the peaceful venues of sport. This news they transmitted to the four
corners of the globe.

" The Truce of God ", the miracle of the Games more than five hundred Olympiads ago,
descended on the nations again. It remains for the historian who writes in future time to assess
the part this Armistice of the Athletes played in stemming the tide of disaster at the very point
of flood.

This was the climate at the birth of the Games of the XVI Olympiad in Melbourne. The
Games, if never before, did indeed on this occasion make and, more significantly perhaps, unmake
history.

World affairs did, of course, inevitably and indelibly leave their mark on the Games.
Melbourne was very grateful to the Chancellor of the International Olympic Committee,
Mr. Otto Mayer in Lausanne, for his strenuous and successful efforts to abate the storm of
withdrawals from Europe. But the official programme was not able to list Spain, Holland, Egypt,
People's Republic of China, and Switzerland.
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XVI OLYMPIAD

Others, who found it impossible to fulfil their earlier
optimistic hopes, were the Gold Coast, Lebanon, Guatemala,
Iraq, Malta, and Panama.

So, confounding all portents, the Games on 22nd November
opened in Melbourne, the capital of Victoria, smallest of the
mainland States of the Australian Commonwealth. In more
than one way, they broke new ground. Of this characteristic,
the Torch Relay is typical. Revived in 1936 for the Berlin Games,
the Torch Relay grew in the Olympiads to 1956 from the mere
traverse of a few European frontiers by a small team of flame-
bearers, to a giant symbolic ritual progress through nine capital
cities down 13,000 miles of sea and land across the world. The
flame was borne by relays of athletes across the first 220 miles in
Greece, then, transferred to miners' lamps and to aircraft, flown
from Athens by way of Istanbul, Basra, Karachi, Calcutta,
Bangkok, Singapore, and Djakarta to Darwin, a matter of 8,544
miles. Here it was lifted at Australia's northern portal by a
Royal Australian Air Force jet bomber and set down at Cairns
in Queensland, where the overland relay was taken up again, and
the Torch passed from hand to hand by Australian athletes. The
first was an Australian-born Greek, the second an Australian
aboriginal. Hailed with civic and public receptions all along the
2,831 miles, the Torch sped southwards down the Australian
continent by way of Brisbane, Sydney, and Canberra, through
tropical, sub-tropical, and temperate zones, to Melbourne.

The flame's arrival in the hands of a young Melbourne runner, a white figure against the
Australian summer green and gold and the riot of Olympic carnival colour, was the signal for a
burst of ecstatic enthusiasm from over a hundred thousand people assembled in the Main
Stadium, and set the tempo for the whole of this unforgettable symphony of sport.

The occasion was memorable for many reasons. The airlift of passengers to and from
the Melbourne airport was unique in the history of Australian aviation. These were the first
Olympic Games to be televised and, in fact, the Games played their part in introducing television
into Australia, a virgin field. Among many outstanding feats of construction the Games were
responsible for the erection of a Swimming Stadium demonstrating new principles in building
design, which became the cynosure of international architectural interest.

The outlay on the Games in Melbourne is estimated at some £8,000,000. The Olympic
ideal, however, does not reckon with profit and loss. They are less than nothing compared with
the dividends in goodwill, not only in sport, not only for Melbourne or Australia, rich though
this may be, but indestructibly in the hearts of men and women there and everywhere. This will
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The dramatic moment : Ron Clarke, junior mile world record holder, carries the blazing torch around the Main Stadium.

go on. With its little more than a century of settlement since it emerged as " the place for a
Village " of its homespun pioneers, Melbourne had perhaps more to gain than any other Olympic
city from this unique opportunity and experience.

As an instrument of destiny in the transfer of the Olympic arena beyond the disputed
frontiers of the world of old doubts and new dissensions, and of presenting the Games in all the
panoply of their long past, but with a rich promise for the future, in a moment when their very
hope of endurance might have been challenged, Melbourne may have unwittingly, but with no
less cause for pride, achieved something more. For one other aspect of the Olympic Games
in Melbourne set them apart from those of any other host city of any other Olympiad—their
close. For some time before the Games the Organizing Committee had been seeking some
means of lifting the Closing Ceremony from what seemed to be an anti-climax as compared with
the grandeur of the Opening Ceremony. A second march by the teams had been suggested but
had been ruled out as many athletes would have returned home before the final day.

For the Opening Ceremony the athletes had entered the arena as teams. Greece, as

birthplace of the Olympic ideal, headed the parade in the established tradition ; Australia, the
nation of the host city, took up the rear. Cheered with impartial good nature, whatever their
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flag, former foes and present friends, foes or friends of other friends or foes, the young men and
women of the world marched to martial music to do honour to the land of their birth in the lists
of sport. Matching the courtesy of the crowd, the athletes saluted in the characteristic gesture of
their respective countries the representative of the Royal House of the host nation. As victory
succeeded victory throughout the Games, in all more than 100,000 men, women, and children,
bare-headed and erect, daily honoured the National Anthems of the victors, again with impartial
regard to the insignia of ancient thrones or newborn republics, to every nation according to its
share in the sunlight.

Then the climax, with its stunning impact on the imagination of the people, a prophetic
image of a new future for mankind—the athletes of the world not now sharply divided, nation
by nation, but in this Closing Ceremony of comradeship, marching as one in a hotchpotch
of sheer humanity, pouring from the field to an Australian folk song and a Scottish air of
goodbye and goodwill. It was a chaos of friends impacted into a mass, a fiesta of friendship,
the finale of a symphony in trumpet notes of joy in life with undertones of scarce-imagined
possibilities for the race of man. What could this mean if not the Olympic Armistice, the
" Truce of God " ending in an expression of universal goodwill, there for the asking and surely
never likely to perish from the earth while these men and women should be there to uphold it ?

A wave of emotion swept over the crowd, the Olympic Flame was engulfed in it and died ;
the Olympic flag went out in tears, not cheers, and a great silence. This, more than any remembered
laurel of the Games, was something no-one had ever experienced before—not anywhere in the world,
not anywhere in time.

Clearly, as the crowds instinctively recognized, this finale had not been in the libretto. How
accurate was their intuition. It was as late as the Wednesday of the final week that the Chairman
received a letter, the writer of which identified himself as a Chinese boy "just turned seventeen ".

" Mr. Hughes ", he wrote, " I believe it has been suggested that a march should be put on
during the Closing Ceremony, and you said it couldn't be done. I think it can be done." The
march he had in mind, he said, was different from the one during the Opening Ceremony.
" During the march there will be only one Nation", he continued. " War, politics, and
nationality will be all forgotten. What more could anybody want, if the whole world could be
made as one Nation ? Well, you can do it in a small way. This is how I think . . . No
team is to keep together and there should be no more than two team-mates together. They must
be spread out evenly . . . I'm certain everybody, even yourself, would agree this would be a
great occasion . . . no-one would forget. The important thing in the Olympic Games is
not to win, but to take part."*

The idea caught the imagination of the Hon. W. S. Kent Hughes but it was not until
lunch-time on Friday, the day before the Closing, that others who had to be consulted had
approved and the President of the International Olympic Committee endorsed the innovation.
Time was so short that a public announcement was deemed inadvisable and instructions were
issued to cancel the parade if the athletes who mustered proved fewer than 400.

The spectators were thus taken completely by surprise.

* The writer of the letter was later identified as John Ian Wing, an Australian-born Chinese, a carpenter's apprentice
by trade.
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The athletes at attention watch the Olympic Flame
spring into life to herald the opening of the Games.

The climax to sixteen days of comradeship. As a single entity the
athletes of the world march as a gesture of international friendship.
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The happy scenes on Closing Day.




So much for the factors which highlighted the Olympic Games in Melbourne as an historic
and heroic occasion.

The winning of them for Melbourne made a story cast in the same mould. The strongest
argument in favour of Melbourne's selection had been the record of Australian sportsmen and
women and their unbroken record of participation in the Games of every Olympiad in the Modern
Era, an honour shared with only Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Greece, and U.S.A.
Many Australians, leaders in State and Sport, were to carry the idea to fruition.

At a meeting convened to re-establish the Victorian Olympic Council, it was resolved
on the motion of Mr. C. R. Aitken that " We apply for the Games ". The motion was carried
unanimously.  On 1st July, 1946, together with the President, Mr. W. T. J. Uren, Mr. Tanner,
who was the Honorary Secretary of the Council, and the driving force in the campaign for
Melbourne, transmitted the request to the Australian Olympic Federation and the International
Olympic Committee. The reply from Mr. J. Sigfrid Edstrom, then Acting President of the
International Olympic Committee, explained that the Games were never given to a country but
to a city, and asked that the city be named, and Mr. Tanner replied, " Melbourne ".

Sir Frank Beaurepaire, an Olympic veteran and a former Lord Mayor of Melbourne, was
requested to assist. Mr. Uren resigned as President of the Victorian Olympic Council, in
favour of Sir Frank Beaurepaire and was appointed to the newly-created office of Chairman.
The Lord Mayor of Melbourne, Sir Raymond Connelly, and Sir Frank Beaurepaire enlisted the
support of heads of State (His Excellency the Governor, Sir Winston Dugan, and the Premier,
the Honourable T. T. Hollway). They also enlisted the aid of Sir Keith Murdoch and Mr. E. A.
Doyle, two Melbourne newspaper executives in a campaign to secure the selection of Melbourne
as host city of the 1956 Games.

Two panels, working in association with the Australian Olympic Federation and the
Victorian Olympic Council, were set up—a publications sub-committee of the Lord Mayor's
Invitation and Executive Committee of which Mr. Doyle was Chairman, and a financial
sub-committee under Sir Frank Beaurepaire. The invitation was sent by cable and received
by the International Olympic Committee at its meeting at St. Moritz on 23rd January, 1948.
The message, over Sir Raymond Connelly's signature, impressed on the Committee that finance
for the organization and conduct of the Games had been assured by the City of Melbourne and
the State of Victoria.

The Invitation and Executive Committee for the Olympic Games, headed by the Governor
and representing all sections of the community, was sponsored. Business men donated £100
each to provide £12,000 to finance the publication of a series of illustrated books which carried
and supported the invitation in French and English. The Victorian Government supported these
with a film which was shown in Rome when the application was considered by the Committee in
1949.  The original de luxe invitation book, limited to 500 copies and circulated among heads of
State and members of the International Olympic Committee and national sporting bodies, had
already become a collectors' piece in Europe. This white suede-bound volume bearing in enamel
the Coat of Arms of the City of Melbourne, was distributed before the 1948 Games in London.

Among the visitors to London for the Games were Sir Frank Beaurepaire, Sir Raymond
Connelly, Sir Harold Luxton (one of the representatives in Australia of the International Olympic
Committee), and Mr. Tanner, none of whom lost any opportunity to emphasize Melbourne's
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qualifications. An Australian delegation comprising Sir James Disney (who succeeded Sir Raymond
Connelly as Lord Mayor), Sir Frank Beaurepaire, and Mr. Harold Alderson, was joined by the
Victorian Agent-General in the United Kingdom (Sir Norman Martin) at Rome in 1949 when the
International Olympic Committee considered the invitation. The Prime Minister (the Right
Honourable J. B. Chifley) had by now joined in the invitation—his assurance of financial support
was later endorsed by his successor, the Right Honourable R. G. Menzies.

The delegates addressed the Committee in turn and the Games were accorded to Melbourne
by a majority of one vote over Buenos Aires in the forty-one votes cast, with Los Angeles and
Detroit the nearest next contenders.

The Australian Olympic Federation, having been notified by the International Olympic
Committee that the Games were entrusted to its keeping, appointed a Provisional Organizing
Committee consisting of—the Lord Mayor of Melbourne, Sir Harold Luxton (Member,
International Olympic Committee), Mr. H. R. Weir (Member, International Olympic Committee),
Mr. Harry Alderson (Chairman of the Australian Olympic Federation), Sir Frank Beaurepaire
(President of the Victorian Olympic Council), Mr. E. S. Tanner (Honorary Secretary-Treasurer
of the Australian Olympic Federation), Messrs. R. H. Wallman and C. R. Aitken (members of
the Executive of the Australian Olympic Federation), Mr. W. T. J. Uren (Chairman, Victorian
Olympic Council), a Representative of each of the Commonwealth and State Governments, the
Hon. G. L. Chandler representing the Municipal Association, and Sir George Wales, a
member of the Melbourne Invitation Committee.

The rest of the story, with a slight exception, is one of little more than local interest. The
exception lay in the difficulty encountered in the restrictions which the Commonwealth Quarantine
Regulations placed on the entry of horses into Australia. This was solved by the International
Olympic Committee agreeing to substitute Stockholm for Melbourne as the venue for the equestrian
events.

The venues, including elaborate constructional projects were ready, some ahead of time, some
to the day. The Olympic Village, a remarkable feat of housing in which the State Housing
Commission co-operated, was ready waiting for the teams. The city, its hotels and department
stores on the one hand, its homes and private hospitality on the other, its transport system geared
to unprecedented demands, its theatres, its banks, its parks and gardens at all points prepared and
anxious to please, awaited the nations of the world.

The very weather, the sun and the shade of the Yarra-river side, the noon day warmth and
the sea breeze of early evening, stood disciplined like the athletes, all its mettle and its magic stored
for this procession of sixteen days of unsullied splendour.

All the rumblings of distant wars, all the clash and clamour of world-away systems and
schemes faded, forgotten like a scare in the night, before the splendour of this daybreak of an
Olympiad.
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The Host City awaits
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ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION

The provisional Organizing Committee set up by the Australian Olympic Federation held
its first meeting in November, 1949, when Sir Frank Beaurepaire was elected chairman. Its
main responsibilities at that stage were the investigation and ultimate choice of venues and
arrangements with Governments and the Melbourne City Council for finance for construction
of and additions to venues and for the Village, together with financial guarantees to provide for
promotion and organization of the Games.

On 17th September, 1951, the Organizing Committee was registered as a limited liability
company, and some eight months later opened its first official headquarters. There were 66
members of the committee.

The Executive Committee

Authority was vested in an Executive Committee of 27 members under the chairmanship
of the Hon. W. S. Kent Hughes. The Executive was entitled to delegate its powers to
sub-committees of persons (whether members of the Organizing Committee or not) in order to
control and expedite the organization of the Games in its various phases.

The final meeting before the Games of the Executive Committee, in the Reception Room of the Melbourne Town Hall.
From left—Sir George Wales, J. R. Berkery, M. W. O'Donnell, R. H. Wallman, N. D. Carlyon, G. Moir, E. Broad,
C. R. Aitken, E. A. Doyle, Hon. A. A. Calwell, L. B. Curnow (rep. E. J. H. Holt), Sir William Bridgeford,
Hon. W. S. Kent Hughes, E. S. Tanner, L. Luxton, Sir Frank Selleck, P. W. Nette, Hon. G. L. Chandler,
J. C. Pollack, C. J. Gray, W. T. J. Uren, Sir Harold Alderson, A. Priest, Hon. W. Barry.

32



ORGANIZATION

Patron

Her Majesty the Queen graciously consented to give Her Royal Patronage to the Games.
At the Opening Ceremony on 22nd November, she was represented by His Royal Highness
the Duke of Edinburgh.

President of the Games

The Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of Australia, The Right Honorable R. G.
Menzies, President of the Australian Olympic Federation, accepted appointment as President of
the Games.

Date of the Games

Thursday, 22nd November, 1956, was fixed for the Opening Ceremony of the Games
which were to be completed by Saturday, 8th December. No sports were conducted on either of
the Sundays during the period.

Sub-Committees

The Executive Committee created sub-committees as follows : Finance and General
Purposes, Construction, Technical, Housing and Catering, Communications and Broadcasting,
Transport, Medical, Press and Publicity, and Fine Arts ; and, after the Games, the Winding-up
Committee to finalize the affairs of the Organizing Committee.

Delegation to Helsinki Games

The Organizing Committee accredited to the Helsinki 1952 Games Committee some 23
observers who were given every opportunity and assistance to inspect and study the organization
of those Games. These observers covered every sport together with administration, housing
and catering, transport, communications and other phases of organization and reported in detail
to this Committee. Their work was most useful in the organization of the 1956 Games and the
Committee desires to express its thanks and appreciation to the organizers and staff of the
Helsinki Committee for the assistance and information so freely given to our observers.

Finance and General Purposes Committee

This sub-committee of seven members was formed in mid-1953 to handle urgent matters
arising between meetings of the full Executive. Its members were :—

The Hon. W. S. Kent Hughes, M.V.O., O.B.E., M.C., E.D., M.P., Chairman

Mr. R. J. Burman Mr. M. W. O'Donnell
Cr. the Hon. P. L. Coleman Mr. E. S. Tanner, E.D., M.P.
Mr. T. Forristal Mr. W. T. J. Uren

Mr. L. Luxton, O.B.E.

This sub-committee became the controlling sub-committee responsible for financial
arrangements and all matters not specifically delegated to other expert sub-committees formed
to deal with particular aspects of the Games. It met approximately every two weeks—more
frequently as the time of the Games approached.

The three Executive Officers—Sir William Bridgeford and Messrs. P. W. Nette and
E. J. H. Holt—were required to be in attendance at all meetings of this sub-committee.
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From left (back) T. Forristal, W. T. J. Uren, Hon. P. L. Coleman, M. W. O'Donnell, R. J. Burman
(front) L. Luxton, Hon. W. S. Kent Hughes, E. S. Tanner.

In May, 1955, the three Executive Officers were appointed a Board of Management in
order to expedite day-to-day organization and, subject to report to the Finance and General
Purposes Committee, power was delegated to the Board to act in all matters requiring immediate
decision for the proper conduct of the Games.

Staff
The Committee opened its office in June, 1952. Growth of administration staff over the

years was as follows :—
Male Female Total

30th June, 1952 - . - o1 . 1
31st December, 1952 . . .. .. | 1 2
31st December, 1953 . . .. .. .. © 2 8
31st December, 1954 . . .. .. ... 9 10 19
30th June, 1955 .. .. .. .. 18 16 34
31st December, 1955 . . . .. .. 24 24 48
30th June, 1956 .. .. .. .. 34 42 76
31st October, 1956 . . .. . .72 65 137
Maximum during period of Games .. . . 169 99 268

For a short period prior to and during the Games additional staff, mostly males, up to a
maximum of 506, were employed as interpreters, ticket sellers and gate-keepers, transport
officers, watchmen and the like.

The run-down of staff was rapid. On 31st January, 1957—7 weeks after the Games, 37
members comprised the staff. This was reduced to 12, two months later.

The staff position for the Village is shown under " Catering ".
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TECHNICAL

International Sporting Federa-
tions Offices and Congress
Rooms

Australian Sporting Associations
Games Organization :

Athletics Modern
Baskethall P
Boxing Rowing
Canoeing Shooting
Cycling Swimming
Fencing Weightlifting
Football Wrestling
Gymnastics Yachting
Hockey

Demonstrations

Opening and Closing Cere-
monies

Attaches

Torch Relay

Olympic Flame

Programmes

Arenas, Halls, Pool, Courses :—
Selection, Equipping
Technical Equipment
Timing—Photo Finish

Entry Forms

Training Facilities

Brochures- Sports Regulations
Flags

Announcing at Arenas

Badges, Medals, Diplomas and
Commemorative Medals

Filming, Photography and
Newsreels

Arena Passes

Stadia Accommodation for Com-
petitors and Officials (Liaison
with Box Office)

Refreshment Facilities for
Officials, Competitors  and
Staff (Liaison with Housing and
Catering)

Staffing of Playing Areas

Bands—Orchestration, Anthems,
Olympic Hymn

First-aid Rooms at Venues
(Liaison with Medical Section)
Interpreters

Armed Services, Police and
Youth Organizations co-
operation

ORGANIZATIONAL CHART XVI OLYMPIAD MELBOURNE,

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR

MEDICAL

Liaison with Medical Com-

mittee for:—

Medical and

Facilities

Dental

Housing

Centres and Sports Venues

Ambulance Service

HOUSING AND CATERING

Housing of Comp S,

Planning of Suitable Build-

Officials, Judges, Referees,
&c., approved to live in
Olympic Village

Administrative Offices and
Commandants' Quarters at
Villages

Village Passes
Furnishings

Medical and Dental Services
at Villages in conjunction
with Medical Section

Security and Discipline at
Villages

Concessions and Facilities
at Housing Centres (Postal,
Banking, Shops, Laundry,
Dry Cleaning, Mending,
Hairdressing, Newspapers,
&e.

Recreational Facilities at
Villages

Co-ordination of Outside
Entertainment and Hos-
pitality for competitors

Car Parks at Villages

ings and Offices for Cater-
ing, including Restaurant,
Stores, Kitchens, Mess-
rooms, Dining  Rooms,
Cool Chambers

Technical Equipment for
Catering

Catering for Officials and
Athletes at Venues

Catering at Villages

Box Lunches for Com-
petitors as required

Catering  Concessions  at
Villages and Venues

Staffing
Purchasing of Provisions

Provision, where necessary,
of Uniforms for Village
Personnel

Organizing C i E

Deputy Chairman :
Honorary Secretary :

Chief Executive Officer—LIEUTENANT-GENERAL SIR WILLIAM BRIDGEFORD, C.B., C.B.E., M.C.

FINANCE

1956

ORGANIZING _ COMMITTEE

EXECUTIVE _COMMITTEE

AND_GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

FINE ARTS

Liaison with Fine Arts
Committee for:

Exhibition of Visual Arts
and Literature

Festival of Music and
Drama

PRESS AND PUBLICITY

Preparation of Publications,
Press Bulletins and Other
Publicity

Posters
Press Centre

Information and Distribu-
tion of Results Services for
Press and Radio at Stadia
and Press Centres

Liaison for Postal, Tele-
graph, Teleprinter, Tele-
phone and Radio Services
for Press and Broadcasters

Liaison for Press and Radio
Accommodation and Seats
in Stadia

Distribution of Tickets,
Badges and Programmes
to Press, Broadcasters,
Photographers, Newsreel
Operators

Control and Sale of Pool
Photographs

ive—
Chairman : The HON. W. S. KENT HUGHES, M.V.0., O.B.E., M.C., E.D., M.P.
MR. L. LUXTON, O.B.E.

MR. E. S. TANNER, E.D., M.P.

Technical Director: MR. E. J. H. HOLT, C.B.E.

Administrative Director MR. P. W. NETTE

CHIEF

COMMUNICATIONS

Postal, Radio and Tele-
printer Services

Liaison with Press Office,
Broadcasting and Technical
Section

Publication of Instructional
Brochure

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

TRANSPORT

RECEPTION CONSTRUCTION

Construction of New Stadia
Alterations and Additions to
Existing Stadia

Transport for I1.0.C., Arrival and Departure of—
Guests of Honour, Repre- 1.0.C,, Presidents of
sentatives of International N.O.C., Representatives of
Federations, Competitors, L.F.'s, and Other Guests of
Officials and Staff Honour—including ~ Hotel
and accommodation gener-
ally, Issue of Identity
Passports, Stadia Passes,
Medallions, &c.

Training Grounds, &c.

Liaison with Air and Finance for Above Purposes

Steamship Services

1.0.C. Offices and Meeting
Rooms

Distribution of Compliment-
ary Programmes

Hospitality and  Official
Functions :—
1.0.C. Members
Guests of Honour, Presi-
dents and Secretaries of
N.O.C.'s and LF.'s

Reception  of  National
Teams at Airports, Stations
and Ports

Liaison for Special Trans-
port

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS AND CHAIRMEN OF SUB-COMMITTEES

Finance and General Purposes—Chairman: The HON. W. S. KENT HUGHES

Construction—Chairman : CR. the HON. P. L. COLEMAN

Housing and Catering—Chairman :

MR. N. D. CARLYON, O.B.E.

Press and Publicity—Chairman : MR. E. A. DOYLE, O.B.E.
Communications—Chairman : MR. M. R. C. STRADWICK
Technical—Chairman : MR. E. J. H. HOLT, C.B.E.
Transport—Chairman : MR. F. P. MOUNTJOY, M.C.
Reception—Chairman : MR. L. LUXTON, O.B.E.
Medical—Chairman : DR. H. G. FURNELL, C.B.E., D.S.0O., E.D.

Fine Arts—

Chairman (Visual Arts and Literature) : PROFESSOR G. W. PATON
Chairman (Music and Drama) : PROFESSOR SIR BERNARD HEINZE

ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR

ADMINISTRATION AND
FINANCE

Secretariat, Translation
Service, Records and
Reports

Committees and  Sub-
Committees, Notices,
Agenda, Minutes  and
Reports

Accounts Control Office-
Authorization of Accounts

Salaries and Wages
Pay Office

Revenue Office
Security

Box Office Accounting

Personnel Office-
Engagement of Staff

Staff Records
Programme Sales
Contracts

Office Accommodation, Fur-
nishing and Supplies

Concessions and Sale of
Rights (other than Catering)

Banking Arrangements

Entertainment and Sales
Tax

BOX OFFICE

Organization of Seating of
all Venues and Liaison with
Technical Section
Pricing, Printing and
Security of Tickets
Selling Organization:—
Overseas
Australia
Over the Counter
Sales at Venues



FINANCE

Early in 1952 the Governments of the Commonwealth and State of Victoria agreed to
guarantee the Organizing Committee up to a total of £200,000 to cover a possible deficit in funds
for promoting and organizing the Games. Although, at the time of writing, the accounts
have not been finalized, it would appear that the deficit on promotional account will be of the
order of £300,000.  Since the Games, the two Governments have agreed to underwrite the whole
of the deficit on promotional account.

In February, 1957, the Winding-up Committee consisting of Mr. T. Forristal for the State
Government, Mr. M. W. O'Donnell for the Commonwealth Treasury, and Mr. Edgar S. Tanner,
representing the Australian Olympic Federation, was created to wind-up the organization.

On the basis of expenditure and revenue to date plus estimates of probable accounts yet
to be paid and revenues yet to be received, the figures, rounded off to the nearest thousand pounds,
are as follows :(—

Estimated Expenditure. £ Receipts. £

Salaries and wages .. 290,000 Net ticket sales .. .. . .. 1,170,000
Office expenses, telephones light and power Programmes .. 36,000

cleaning, rent, &c. 77,000 Films, licences, concessions “and rlghts .. 77,000
Fees, insurance, interest .- = = 15,000 Interest on deposits . . 12,000
Travelhng expenses = - 55,000 Competitors and officials — accommodation
Hospitality and accommodation .. . 26,000 charges .. .. .. .. 397,000
Printing, plans and publicity .. .. 109,000 Village Canteen .. .. .. .. 68,000
Commissions—box office .. .. .. 7,000 —_—
Filming .. .. .. 50,000 Total .. .. .. .. 1,760,000
Competitions and demonstrations . . .. 76 000 . o S —
Rent of Stadia .. .. 91,000 Estimated deficit . . 300,000
Cleaning of venues and miscellaneous .. 27.000
Construction works at Stadia. &c. .. .. 132,000
Equipment—technical, film and office . 90,000
Australian teams and officials, grants to sportlng

associations 88,000
Transport, cartage and frelght 87,000
Village—Housing, catering and canteen costs 840,000

Total .. .. . .. 2,060,000

Technical sports equipment was given to the Australian Olympic Federation for
distribution to the amateur sporting associations. The proceeds of sale of other equipment,
furniture, &c., have been credited to the items of expenditure covering such purchases.

Winding-up the Games Organization.
From left — M. W. O'Donnell,
T. Forristall (Chairman), E. S. Tanner.




36

THE OLYMPIC GAMES

MELBOURNE. AUSTRALIA. 1956

uﬁmjmwmwﬁ -
; AL ?ﬁ-ﬁé-ﬂ-ﬂW et
LT
o the C?Wm %%fﬁfé‘@
which sill Lkl plisce at Melloccrne
%EE#M@J&%

XVI™ OLYMPIAD

MELBOURNE., AUSTRALIA. 1956



INVITATIONS TO THE GAMES

Invitations to compete in the Games were sent to 91 member nations of the International
Olympic Committee. These were printed in English only.

The following nations accepted :—

Afghanistan Gold Coast Nigeria
Argentine Great Britain and Northern North Borneo*
Australia Ireland Norway
Austria Greece Pakistan
Bahamas Guatemala Panama
Belgium Holland Peru
Bermuda Hong Kong Philippines
Brazil Hungary Poland
British Guiana Iceland Portugal
Bulgaria India Puerto Rico
Burma Indonesia Rumania
Canada Iraq Saar
Ceylon Iran Singapore
Chile Ireland South Africa
China—Republic of Israel Spain
China—People's Republic of Italy Sweden
Colombia Jamaica Switzerland
Cuba Japan Thailand
Czechoslovakia Kenya* Trinidad
Denmark Korea Turkey
Egypt Lebanon Uganda*
Ethiopia* Liberia* US.A.
Fiji* Luxembourg U.S.SR.
Finland Malaya* Uruguay
France Malta Venezuela
Germany—FEast Mexico Viet-Nam
Germany—West New Zealand Yugoslavia

* Participating for the first time.

Of the nations mentioned above, the following subsequently withdrew :—

China—People's Republic Holland Panama
Egypt Iraq Spain
Golg Coast Lebanon Switzerland
Guatemala Malta

The Olympic Committee of East Germany was recognized by the 1.O.C. on the condition
that Germany sent one united team, which was done. Just prior to the Games, the Saar
Olympic Committee which had accepted the invitation, was dissolved, and Saar athletes were
included in the combined German team.

The following nations declined the invitation :—

Barbados Dominican Republic Monaco
Bolivia Dutch West Indies Paraguay
Cambodia El Salvador Syria
Costa Rica Liechtenstein

Ultimately 67 nations participated.
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PROVISION OF SPORTING ARENAS

After the Games were allotted to Melbourne the Organizing Committee had to make
decisions as to arenas to be used for each sport. There existed in Melbourne the following
arenas, all of which required additional competitor accommodation :—

Arena. Sport. Other Major Work Required.
Main Stadium (Melbourne Cricket Athletics Levelling to Olympic standards
Ground) Hockey
Football (Soccer)
Demonstrations
Exhibition Building Weightlifting Temporary seating for spectators
Wrestling
West Melbourne Stadium Boxing Nil
St. Kilda Town Hall Fencing Nil
Williamstown Shooting Shooting stations, Silhouette and
Running Deer Targets
Oaklands Hunt Club Modern Pentathlon Nil
Riding
Port Phillip Bay Yachting Nil

Ample grounds were available for hockey and football preliminaries, and several likely
water courses were available for choice for rowing and canoeing.

Adequate arenas were not available for cycling, swimming and diving, gymnastics,
basketball, and clay pigeon shooting. Major decisions had to be made to provide the necessary
facilities for these sports.

Various advisory bodies examined the existing stadia, halls and sites, including sites for
the Village, and steps were taken to decide on those to be used for the Games. In the
meantime the Commonwealth Government had agreed to provide 50 per cent., and the State
Government and the Melbourne City Council, 25 per cent. each, of the essential finance,
ultimately up to a limit of £2,400,000, for such construction. ©The Commonwealth Government
had also agreed to provide £2,000,000 to the Victorian Government as an interest free advance
until after the Games for the construction of houses to form the Heidelberg Village to
accommodate competitors and officials.

CONSTRUCTION SUB-COMMITTEE
In June, 1953, a Construction Sub-Committee was formed and given the responsibility of
building such new stadia as were needed and to alter or add to existing venues to make them

conform to Olympic requirements. This sub-committee was made responsible to the financing
authorities for allocation of funds to capital works.

38



ARENAS

The membership was —
Cr. The Hon. P. L. Coleman : Chairman.

Mr. H. E. Bartlett Mr. T. Forristal Mr. M. W. O'Donnell
Mr. V. J. Bradley Mr. L. T. Frazer Mr. J. Owens
Mr. R. Cameron Mr. F. L. Hicks Mr. C. F. Raven
Mr. A. E. Chadwick Mr. F. N. Jessup Cr. R. H. Solly
Mr. R. Cole Mr. K. G. Luke, C.M.G. Mr. A. T. Williams
Cr. B. Evans Mr. C. J. McDougall
Mr. J. Firth Cr. M. A. Nathan
Ex Officio :

Sir William Bridgeford, Chief Executive Officer ; Mr. P. W. Nette, Administrative Director ;
Mr. E. J. H. Holt, Technical Director.

CONSTRUCTION EXPENDITURE

The fund of £2,400,000 provided by the Commonwealth and State Governments and the
Melbourne City Council for capital works was expended as follows :—

£
Olympic Park—Swimming and Diving Pools, Velodrome, Athletic, Football
and Hockey Grounds, Engineering and other works .. .. 1,255,000
Main Stadium—Melbourne Cricket Ground—Reconstruction of arena,
additional accommodation for competitors, studioettes, &c.. . .. 251,000
Grant to Melbourne Cricket Club towards cost of new stand . .- 100,000
Works at miscellaneous stadia and venues .. .. .. .. 115,000
Various additional training tracks - - - - - 66,000
Temporary structures, e.g., dining-rooms, kitchens and halls, landscaping,
lawns, &c., at Heidelberg Village .. .. .. .. 574,000
Other miscellaneous expenditure .. .. .. .. .. 39,000
Total .. .. .. .. 2,400,000
L - < 0 = _

Standing. From left
V. J. Bradley,
R. Cameron,
K. J. Luke,
C. J. McDougall,
M. W. O'Donnell,
M. A. Nathan,
J. Firth,
L. T. Frazer,
C. F. Raven,
F. L. Hicks.

Sitting. From left :
T. Forristal,
R. H. Solly,
P. L. Coleman,
B. Evans,
A. E. Chadwick.
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The following is a brief description of each venue and the work undertaken