REG GOODWIN, 1924 OLYPMIC SILVER MEDALIST

Reg Goodwin in the early 1950

I was alerted to the career of 1924 Olympic silver medalist Reg Goodwin by Tony Taylor’s article on the Lancashire
Walking Club website: https://lancswalkingclub.com/2021/03/05/the-february-reg-goodwin-virtual-3-kilometres/.

The information and pictures in the article draw heavily on John Taylor’s remarkable tour de force, 4 Pictorial History
of Leigh Harriers AC: 1888-1971. Tony notes that the book contains over 800 remarkable images and is rich in its
evocation of an almost innocent amateur past when athletics was not for sale.

A PICTORIAL HISTORY
OF
LEIGH HARRIERS A.C.

el

N

g P -

! Py W

5§ a8 xS
<ol - (Bl
P e WD “in i oy gt ®

i b3 ke &

Contains over 800 photographs

1888-1971

The photos and most of the information in this article are drawn from the Lancswalkingclub website article.
Although born in London, Gordon Reginald (Reg) Goodwin spent much of his life in Leigh, Lancashire.

Born: 17 December 1895, Lambeth, London
Died: 14 February 1984 (aged 88), Leigh, Greater Manchester

Having finished second in the AAA 2 mile walk and 7 mile walk in 1923, Goodwin won both events in 1924. He won
the 2 miles again in 1925 and the 7 miles in 1926. He also won the 2 miles walk at the English AAA Meeting in each of
the three years that these Championships were held (1923-25).

On the basis of his outstanding form in the years leading up to 1924, he was selected to represent Great Britain in the
10,000m walk at the 1924 Paris Olympics. He won his heat in a time of 49:04.0 and came second in the final with
48:37.9.


https://lancswalkingclub.com/2021/03/05/the-february-reg-goodwin-virtual-3-kilometres/

Left: The start of the 1924 10,000m Olympic walk (Reg Goodwin is second from right)
Right: Goodwin (second) trails Italian winner Ugo Frigerio

At the end of his outstanding career, his personal bests read as follows

2 Mile Walk: 14:07.4 (1925)
10,000m Walk: 48:37.0 (1924)
7 Mile Walk: 52:00.6 (1924)

He was later a walking judge at the 1948 Olympics and served as President of the RWA in 1952.

\

Reg Goodwin — 1948 Olympic racewalking judge
See more at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gordon Goodwin (athlete).

And to complete this little article, the 3 pages on Reg Goodwin from John Taylot’s book follow.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gordon_Goodwin_(athlete

Gordon Reginald Goodwin was born a1 117 Walnut
Tres Walk, Lambath, London, on the 17" December 1885,
Ha maved up north to Lelgh, Lancashine in 1910 with his ]
uncle Edward Charles Lock, and started work al 1he Anchor "

Cable Co, Lid. 50
He was antared in the Leigh Harriars 1,000yds club = . o
championship for the Harmy Brown Shield, 23™ May 1914,
whers he was unolaced,

A few months later the Great War
started and In January 1815, he
onlisted ai Leigh, inio the Exst Sumey
Fiagimant, Regt No.B508, He served
over four years in France, Salonica
and Turkiry, where he was wounded
in tha sholder,

His firgt raco after the war was &
2-mila running handicap, competing
for London A.G., which he won in
10min 53sec on 23" Oct 1918,

Two days later he finished 25" in the
T-midn rond walking association
scratch race in a time of 53min 55seC
for which ha won the novice prize.

Reg progressed fo the highest
standard in the country, greatly
assisted by his undle, Edward C.Lock,
who himsalf was a well known Surrey
athiate and had competad succasafully
from 1881 to 1896, he was a graat track
runnerand & cross country champlon,
[n 1882 ha won the 1.000yds ool race
Mortlake, Surnay and was presented with
an opal lie pin by the Duke of Teck,
jather ol Dueen Mary who was aiso

ol the event, Uniorunately, b
laest the pén in 1935, but wrote 1o Cusen
Mary and, through her private secratary,
sha sant him a beautdul lotter the
following week, enclosing a gokd pin with
a blutsh sione, bearing her monogram 1o
rapiace the lost pin.

Reg was selectad lor the British athlatic tsam ot the 1924
Olympics in Paris, where ha compeded In the 10,000m walk.
Aag won his heat, and finishad sacond i the final for a wall
desarvad sivar medal.

He moved back to Leigh in 1825 and returnad 1o his-old job Reg
st the Callendar Anchor cable works, where his uncle
Edward was tha inventor of his own tinning process. Uge Frigerio, of lialy, in the final of the 10,000m

mas.

Hit retired from competitive
walking in 1827 and tumed 1o
tha adminisirative side of the
sport he loved.
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Reg Inading the 1924, 7-mile British
AA A track championship in the oid
colours of Surrey walking elub.

Reg's 1924 & 1948
Olympic biazer pocke! badges.

In 1525 Gordon Reginald Goodwin was a member of Leigh Harriers
athletic club and the Lancashire walking club, In addition to being a
membar of the London A.C. and Surrey W.C.

In March 1925 ha won the Leigh Hariers members 2-mils walk from
W .Brown and A.C Gregory. in May of that year Reg entered the
Harriers 2-mile open walk handicap giving stans up 1o 4B0yds, he
finished lourth 150yds behind the winner T.Gamer-Jones of the
Liverpool Pembroke AC. in 14min 43880,

Reginald married Elizabath Hurst of Chapal Street, Leigh, In Juns
1929, sadly she died in 1951 and was re-marned in March 1957 ta
Miss Mabel Burton of Oid Mill Lane, Atherion. During the Secand
Workd Wer he acted s senlor air raid warden at Atherleigh Hospital
(post-3),

Al the 1848 London Olympics he was selected as one of the judges
for the walking evenis. He was Prosident of tha Nostham R.W.A. in
1948-52, and National R.W.A. in 1952, Ha was & e mamber of the
Surrey W.C. and Lancashire W.C., and a member of the English
During the late 19405, he stared to coach a young lad at the cub
named Jack Sankey, who becama tha Harier's, Lancashire and
Maorthern waiking champéon in the 19508,

G.A.Goodwin died 18" February 1584, aged 88, and was crematad
at Overdale Cromatorium, Bolon. His wite Mabed died in 2001 aged
87, Reg nover lathered any children 5o his medals, trophiss and
awirts which he won during the 18205 were distributed amongst his
friends, som#a of these medals can be seen in the Hamers musaum
&l Laigh,

Rog was beaten into second place by D Pavesi of the
halian Sporting Union in Octaber 1822,



Tim Erickson
6" March 2021

outhuliding mnrlimml.-unnuﬂ Jurs 1841
Back row lof Lo right. A Gritiah, Wr Wiooksy, J. Duvis -
Haacwarden, 8.0 Morris -Sanor Warden, A R Stone.

Middie Row: Linknown, Mr Medows, G. R .Goodwin -Seniof
Warden, Rev A.H Bowsell incumbent of 51 John the Evisngelist,
Kiirkhali Lama from 1836, Mr Eglington

Front Row: Mr Whittla, E. Burna. K_Shovelion, Wrs Bowded,
Kirs Sione, Mr G_Floberishaw.
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Madison Souana Gardeh, Now York, 1629
Fin & trrin 4850c




